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 It's always the little things that make a difference. 

 

 

Picks and Tips from Mike the Locksmith 
 

From the World of Mike-
the-Locksmith 
 
Either we are alone in the universe 

or we are not. Both are equally 

terrifying." - Arthur C. Clark 
 

Happy Groundhog Day! Everyone wants 

to know: Will Punxsutawney Phil see his 

shadow at Gobbler's Knob?  
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In this issue:  Preventing Contractor Fraud, and Avoid Garage Break-ins.  
 
As always, I'm available to provide free security assessments. Just give us a 

call at 240-506-7500.  
 

Mike-the-Locksmith 

 



 



Tips for Preventing Contractor Fraud 
 
I thought to share the above info-graphic because it highlights issues and 

tips about avoiding contractor fraud.  Below are a few more tips. 

 Do not do business with someone arriving to your home in an 

unmarked vehicle. A legitimate business will have their business 

name and license information prominently displayed on their vehicle 

 Beware of unknown people soliciting work and certainly do not let 

them into your home 

 All contractor companies certified by Angie's List are licensed and 

insured. You can trust these companies. Membership to Angie's List is 

now free 

 The Maryland Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulation has a 

webpage. Check to see whether the contractor has a license here. 

 Let the seniors in your life know not to seek businesses from the 

Yellow Pages. Often these are unreliable, dishonest companies. 

 Check online reviews of contractors before you hire them. Yelp, 
Google and Angie's List are good sources for reliable reviews.  

 

 

Avoid Garage Break-ins 
Breaking into a garage is far easier than 

you can imagine. It only takes 6 

seconds or 10 seconds, if your garage 

door opener is using a fixed code. See if 

you your garage door opener is 

vulnerable here.  If you have an opener 

with a fixed code, consider upgrading to 

one with a rolling code; it's far safer. 

Here are some other tips concerning your garage: 

 Get alerts from a smartphone garage door controller when your door 

is opened   

 Don't leave your garage remote in plain view in your car. 

 Always lock the entry door between the garage and your house. Once 

inside your garage, a thief has easy access to your home without 

neighbors or passersby noticing. If fumbling for keys is not your 

thing, consider an keyless deadbolt, which can be unlocked with a 

remote. 

 Lock any other doors or windows to your garage. 
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 Frost the glass on or add window film to your garage windows so no 

one can see in. 

 Check with your garage door retailer to see what safety or security 

features are available for your model. 

 

  

 

  

  

  

Mike's Locksmith | Mike@mikes-locksmith.com | 240-506-7500  

www.mikes-locksmith.com 

See what's happening on our social sites: 

      

 

 

 

 

 

Mike's Locksmith, 1100 Taft Street, Rockville, MD 20850 

SafeUnsubscribe™ {recipient's email} 

Forward this email | Update Profile | About our service provider 

Sent by mike@mikes-locksmith.com in collaboration with 
 

 

Try it free today 

  

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:mike@mikes-locksmith.com
http://www.mikes-locksmith.com/
https://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?p=un&mse=001i_U6Hvie0sea16_C3HEONwnCkApy786A&t=001sk5HAm89MXp6mILSxiZErg%3D%3D&id=001b-xBWU3VMkd8BPOLXPRkGuyN0ALahxJl&llr=taekbbrab
https://ui.constantcontact.com/sa/fwtf.jsp?llr=taekbbrab&m=1117800173587&ea=mike@mikes-locksmith.com&a=1127087447601&id=preview
https://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?mse=001i_U6Hvie0sea16_C3HEON7n15lOoicoiNs0hHiROp-e28RtpURenPA%3D%3D&t=001sk5HAm89MXp6mILSxiZErg%3D%3D&lang=001FCSs65SMrsI%3D&id=001b-xBWU3VMkd8BPOLXPRkGuyN0ALahxJl&llr=taekbbrab&p=oo
http://www.constantcontact.com/legal/service-provider?cc=about-service-provider
mailto:mike@mikes-locksmith.com
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=PT1170&id=preview
http://www.mikes-locksmith.com/
http://www.mikes-locksmith.com/
http://www.mikes-locksmith.com/
http://www.mikes-locksmith.com/
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=PT1170&id=preview

